
LLANHARAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

AUDIT COMMITTEE – 31 JANUARY 2013

Present:! Councillor Dilworth (Chairman);

! ! Councillors Bowman, Evans, Hopkin, Parker, Poynor and Thomas

Also:! !  Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council

1.! MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2012 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman

2.! BUDGET 2013/14

Members were advised that Carl Sargeant AM Minister for Social Justice and Local 
Government had announced the provisional revenue support grant settlement for 
principal authorities in Wales.  The ‘headlines’ of the settlement were:

• A small overall increase in revenue support grant of 1.22% at an all Wales 
level

• The settlement for RCT provides a minimal increase of 0.5% but bearing in 
mind that inflation is currently around 5% significant reductions/economies 
will have to be made to achieve even a standstill budget

• RCT’s general capital funding allocation had again been reduced by 1.9%, 
following reductions of 20% in 2011/12 and 7.7% in 2012/13  

The Minister had also stated that “I am distributing the whole RSG pot for the benefit 
of all local authorities and their citizens in Wales.  This will allow Councils to freeze 
their council tax if they so choose.  In setting council tax levels, I expect them to 
sustain services and implement the protection we are providing for schools and 
social care funding.  The choice is theirs – it will be for each local authority to justify 
its decision on council tax to its citizens.   Local authorities should consider carefully 
the balance between the need to sustain key services for their citizens’ benefit and 
the need to limit any additional pressure on hard-pressed households”

The Clerk advised that the position was unlikely to improve in the immediate future 
as the plans for 2014/15 would mean an increase in funding of only 0.6%.

The Clerk also reported that the tax base for 2013/14 was £2585.56, an increase of 
£54.48 over the previous year, but this was still substantially below the tax base 
figure when the Ynysddu Estate was included in the Llanharan Community.  



Members also received an analysis of the current year’s budget and details of the 
anticipated out-turn which was very close to the budgeted figure.  Careful and 
detailed consideration was given to the level of Council services, the level of 
balances and suggestions for improvements in 2013/14

The Chairman also advised that the Welsh Government had agreed to provide £500 
to each Town and Community Council to support the development of web sites – 
these funds would be channelled initially through the principal authorities.

Recommended – That 

(1)  the proposed budget outlined in appendix A of the Clerk’s report be approved 
subject to the following amendments:

(a) ! the estimate of £850 for the Chairman’s awards and appeal be deleted;
(b)! the estimate for Festive lighting be increased from £3000 to £4500 to allow for 
the purchase of a small number of new lights and the Clerk ascertain from Llanharry 
Community Council where they had purchased their new decorations;
(c)! the estimate for Improvements to Footpaths and Rights of Way be increased 
from £1330 to £2500 to allow for improvements to the path leading from Brynnau 
Primary School into the woodlands;
2) ! the Council’s precept for 2013/14 be set at 51.42p (producing a precept 
amount of £135,900) and RCT be informed accordingly;

(3)! the Clerk be requested to 
(a)! review the costs of telephone and internet provision;
(b)! press the Llanharan Community Development Project to identify whether 
adjoining Town and Community Councils (where services are currently provided) will 
contribute towards the running costs of the Centre;
(c)! ascertain whether the SPAR shop in Brynna would agree to a Council notice 
board being located on the pine end of their premises;
(d)! ascertain from the Wildlife Trust whether the video on the woodlands is now 
available;
(e)! report to a future meeting on arrangements to celebrate the centenary of 
World War One!

3.!  COMMUNITY CENTRE FUNDING

The Council in October 2012 had approved a grant of £2000 towards the costs of 
securing improved use of the Bryncae Community Centre.  The Secretary of the 
Centre had advised that a substantial amount had been spent on the installation of 
CCTV and concreting a section of the grassed area to avoid mud being carried in to 
the premises, and he had asked whether the grant could be released



Recommended – That

(1)! the Secretary of the Bryncae Community Centre be advised that the Council 
will only release the grant if the Management Committee can demonstrate that last 
year’s grant was used for the purposes specified by the Council;

(2)! the Management Committees of both the Bryncae and Brynna Community 
Centres be advised that future grants from the Community Council will only be 
released if they can demonstrate how they will seek to improve the use of the 
Centres

4.! RISK ASSESSMENT

The Clerk reported that the Council’s external auditor had advised that a written risk 
assessment policy should be established.  Members gave detailed consideration to a 
document prepared by the Clerk

Recommended – That the content of the document be approved as the Council’s 
Risk Assessment Policy

5>! HMRC REAL TIME INCOME

Members noted that new arrangements were being introduced by HMRC in April 
2013 and the Clerk had asked whether the Council could be included in the pilot 
project – a reply was still awaited

6.! NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED – That a further meeting of the Committee be held on 14 February, 2013 
at 6pm to consider (a) the Council’s future grants policy and (b)  arrangements for 
the monitoring of expenditure
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